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 Meet

Meet Riley. The day after she turned 2, this little girl was diagnosed with Mito-
chondrial Disease. Because of this, her development is limited, her muscles 
are weak and she isn’t able to speak. But she can smile.
There is no cure for Riley and other children like her. Her problems are caused 
by defective mitochondria—the parts of our cells that generate energy. The 
average life expectancy of a child with this disease is late childhood or early 
adulthood. Riley is nine now, and copes with her disabilities with the help of a 
special needs school, The Joseph Sams School. This school allows Riley to 
become more independent and learn lifelong skills. The school is dedicated 
to the education and life skills development of children who are intellectually, 
physically or developmentally challenged. Help the Joseph Sams School to 
give special needs children more productive lives. Join Riley on Saturday, 
April 30, 2011, to Race for Riley at SERENBE in south Fulton. 

Join the race and help special 
needs children on April 30

Age: 9
Fav color: Pink

Dream: To grow up 
with a cure
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